
Pastor’s Notes 
 

Happy New Year!  It is hard for me to believe I have completed 
more than ½ year (7 months) in our community.  I think that is so 
because I am learning so much about how our parish operates, and 
who does what. I want you to know that I am very happy here. You 
have been very welcoming to me, plus very engaged in our parish. I 
am especially grateful to all who have met with me in our Listening Sessions so that I 
could learn how you feel about our parish.  These experiences make me feel confident 
about our future together as Saint Clare Parish & School. It gives me pause to thank God 
for bringing us together and to thank you for being so welcoming and engaged. On behalf 
of our staff, I wish you a Happy & Blessed New Year! 
 
School News – I have several items to share with you.  

1) Our Challenge Appeal has reached $71,000, that’s $11,000 more than I asked for. 
God works in mysterious ways as we have discovered a shortfall in the budget 
centering around our Benefits package. To date, we have paid all our bills for the 
school but still need an additional inflow of cash (to be determined) to cover what 
seems to be a budgeting error.  

2) We are beginning a new marketing campaign to fill the 230 seats of our school. I 
am calling it Project 230. We know that if we fill each seat of the present 
classrooms, we can distribute the costs over more students. The more students we 
have the quicker we arrive at a balanced budget. We are hoping to not raise the 
tuition rate for next year. Now we need each of you to act as ambassadors. You 
have tremendous power to reach out to your family friends, neighbors and 
coworkers and invite them to check out our school.  

3) Our new marketing campaign involves a new logo. Here is the slogan: I believe in 
Catholic Schools, I believe in Saint Clare. You will see this on Tee Shirts, 
bumper stickers, etc. I am going to ask each of you who share our appreciation for 
our school, to wear a shirt and put a bumper sticker on your car.  

4) Top 40 Reunion Celebration – will be on January 16th. All Alumni of our school 
from 1962 to 2002 are invited. We will begin with the 4 pm Mass, followed by a 
Top 40 reception. It’s FREE. Food, Fun, Games and Open Bar will be provided 
(hence the cutoff of 2002). We are trying to assemble the largest gathering of 
Alumni in Saint Clare History! Show your support for Catholic Schools and Show 
YOUR support for Saint Clare School! 

 
Our next listening session will be held on Tuesday, January 26th and will focus on ways to 
pay off our Parish Debt. This topic came from our floor at our second listening session. By 
that time I hope to have a 6 month report so you can see how we are doing this year.  As 
have done with the last 3 sessions, we will open the doors at 6:30 pm and begin our 
listening session at 7:00 pm. The night will be complete by 8:30 pm. No matter what age 
you are, all are welcomed to come and lend their voices as we build our futures together. 
Next up will be a convocation (Listening Session) of Youth of our parish. I am anxious to 
hear their voices. 
 
Remember God loves you and so do I! Have a good week! 
 

Father Lou        410-299-6731 (Cell) 

 



 January 3, 2010 
Epiphany of the Lord 

 

 
 

Baptism of the Lord 
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 

Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7 

Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
1/4  Monday       8am  Paul Mosmiller (living) 
1/5  Tuesday   8am Gloria Torres 
1/6  Wednesday  8am Richard Berkenkemper 
1/7  Thursday   8am Communion Service 
1/8  Friday   8am Linda Bonolis 
1/9  Saturday      4pm Bob & Loretta Bowersox 
        And Rick Wheeler 
1/10 Sunday   9am Saint Clare Parishioners 
         11am Tanner Holcomb 
 
Prayer List: One of the most important gifts we give one 
another as a Christian community is the gift of our prayers.  
We join in praying for one another’s needs, especially for 
the sick:  Joseph H. Bangert, Tillie Bell, Marie Bray, Joseph 
Bucci, Michael Bucci, Lorraine Campbell, Jeanette 
Gleason, Donna Goetz, Ralph E. Greer Sr., William Grzech, 
James Harper Sr., Maryann Holcomb-Dziennik, Doris 
Jones, Raymond Jones, Margaret Kalinowski, Gabrella 
Loprespi, Paul Mosmiller, Shelly Mulkern, Sandra Nuth, 
Edward & Anna Oldewurtel, William C. Ogden, Matt 
Paruszewski, Paula Piechocki, Chuck Plansky, Julie 
Rybczynski, Jacqueline Seitz, Colleen Slifker,  Pete Slifker, 
Charles Szmurlo, Jeff Vilkas, Cynthia Vollmer, Barbara 
Wancowicz, Louie Wancowicz, Peter Wancowicz, Sandy 
Wancowicz. 
 

Prayer Line: If you or a loved one needs prayers for 
any situation, including terminal illness, critical 
surgery, loss of a loved one, severe emotional 
problems, loss of employment or any other 
intention, please call any of th23e following to have 
your intention added to the prayer line: Maryrose 
Scism 410-391-6337; Joanne Reiter 410-682-5126 or 
Betty Sinisi 410-686-9513.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
The three kings in today’s Gospel traveled a great 
distance at considerable cost to offer their richest 
gifts to the Infant Jesus.  How far will I go and what 
will I offer to do homage to this newborn King and 
Savior? 

 

Thank you for your 
contributions to our Parish. 

 

12/20 Envelopes    $    719 
 Loose Money   $    491 
 Children’s Coll.  $       2 
    School Collection  $    165 
 Maintenance   $    142 
 Christmas Env.  $  90 
 Advent     $      21 
 Christmas Flowers $      25 
  
Many Thanks… 

� To the Knights of Columbus Council #2452, 
specifically the Mank Family, David Wilson, 
Catherine Travis and George Hutson for 
volunteering to cook and serve the staff & 
catechist Christmas party. 
 
For this and other random acts of 

stewardship, may GOD BLESS YOU! 
  
 

THE  WEEK  AHEAD 
 
1/4  Monday    10:00am  Riverview Service 
      6:30pm Boy Scouts - H 
1/5  Tuesday  6:30pm Cub Scouts - H 
      6:30pm Girl Scouts - H 
      7:30pm Living Water - MC 
1/6  Wednesday 6:30pm Religious Ed  

7:00pm Adult Conf. Class - PC 
7:00pm Legion Mary - MC 
7:00pm Middle Sch. Youth Grp-PC 

1/7  Thursday  6:30pm Girl Scouts - PC & H       
      6:30pm New EM & Lector Mtg - H 
      7:00pm School Board Mtg - PC 
1/8  Friday      4:30pm Hot Meal - H 
      7:00pm Family Movie Night - H 
1/9  Saturday      
1/10 Sunday  9:00am Sodality at Mass 

 
 

Listening Session 
 

Topic – Debt Reduction 
 

Tuesday, Jan. 26 
Doors open at 6:30pm 

7:00pm – 8:30pm Listening Session 

STEWARDSHIP CORNERSTEWARDSHIP CORNERSTEWARDSHIP CORNERSTEWARDSHIP CORNER    



Upcoming Parish Events 
    …. Mark your calendar 
  
Jan 8   Family Movie Night 
Jan 16  Alumni Event 
Jan 23  Vera Bradley Bingo 
Jan 31  Catholic Schools Week Begins 
Feb 12  Family Movie Night 
Feb 13  Men’s Day of Recollection 
Feb 17  Ash Wednesday 
Feb 20  Kids’ Bingo 
Feb 23  Soup, Salad & Speaker Series 
Mar 2   Soup, Salad & Speaker Series 
Mar 5   Family Movie Night 
Mar 9   Soup, Salad & Speaker Series 
Mar 13  Annual School Auction 
Mar 16  Soup, Salad & Speaker Series 
Mar 20  Bunny Lunch 
Mar 23  Soup, Salad & Speaker Series  
Apr 4   Easter 
Apr 9   Family Movie Night 
Apr 17  Saint Clare Dance School Recital 
Apr 24  First Communion 
Apr 30  Spring Play 
May 1  Spring Play 
May 7  Family Movie Night 
May 12-15 Annual Spring Carnival 
May 23  Confirmation 
June 11   Family Movie Night 
June 12  Annual Flea Market 
June 13  Annual Father Son Breakfast 
June 21-25 Vacation Bible School 

 
 

All Are Welcome to 
Join Our Parish Community 

 
 

Name:  _______________________________ 
 
 
Address:  _____________________________ 
 
 
Phone:  ______________________________ 
 
Please Check One: 
 □   New Registration 
 □   Change of Address 
 □   Want Envelopes Mailed 
 □   Moving Out of Area 

 
Please cut out and drop in the Collection Box 

or mail to the Parish Center. 
 

Response to Child Abuse 
Physical and/or sexual child abuse by anyone, 
especially those in a position of trust within our 
Church, is never to be tolerated. Please know that 
as a Church family, our Faith Community stands by 
you. If you have ever been abused at any time, 
please confide that in a person you trust – a doctor, 
counselor, social worker, priest, deacon, or staff 
member, etc. Please allow us to help you. If you 
hear of any such abuse, please remember that the 
law requires that you report it, and that you will be 
guaranteed anonymity. Call the Baltimore County 
Department of Social Services, 410-853-3000; the 
Baltimore-based Catholic Church Hotline, 410-547-
5589; or any local city or county police.  

 

Bringing the abuse to light is the first,  
courageous step in a long journey toward 

healing. Your Faith Community supports you in 
that journey, and holds you in our prayers. 

 

 
Sodality 

 
Sodality will celebrate Mass on Sunday, 

January 3rd at 9AM.  .  Please sit in the 
Sodality section (the left as soon as you walk 
in the front door).  Hope to see you all there.  

Our meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
January 13th after the 7PM Mass, so please try to 
attend.  If you are interested in joining our Sodality, 
please give me at call at 410-391-6360 or email me 
at Kjoyness@yahoo.com. 
 

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 

May you and your families have a 

very Merry Christmas and   

a happy & peace-filled New Year! 

 

Classes will resume Wednesday-January 6, 2009 
 

 
Right to Life March 

January 22 
 

Based on the responses from our survey regarding 
attending the march, it appears we will be pairing 
with another parish for the bus ride.  If you are able 
to attend the March and did not turn respond last 
weekend, please contact Sharon Tomko on 443-
834-3144. 
 

 



                  
 
Here we at the end of another year, with another 
one beginning, not to mention the end of the first 
decade of the 21st century. Simply amazing! And 
although things may seem despairing and hopeless 
in the world, our country, state or local community, 
we have a God who is always there and ready to 
do miracles if we but place ourselves in his hands.  
The best way we as Catholic Christians can do that 
is by coming to mass. 
 
I said last weekend but it bears repeating that as 
the Youth Minister of St. Clare Parish my number 
one concern is the spiritual health and wellbeing of 
our young people. My one encouragement to the 
parents and grandparents this Christmas season is 
to bring your children and grandchildren to mass. 
Even though your child may scream and carry on, 
bringing them to mass is invaluable. I have learned 
this through my own life.  
 
My mother and father would make sure my brother, 
sister and I went to mass every weekend unless of 
course we were sick. I admit I liked church so 
getting me to go was not an issue, but my brother 
and sister sometimes fought my mother and father.  
Because of the “encouragement” from my parents 
to go to church during their younger years, my 
brother and sister went to church while they were in 
college, and now make it a priority in married life.  
 
Since we see mass attendance a priority in our 
spiritual walk with Jesus, we have begun a 
Youth/Family Mass one Sunday a month at 5pm. 
The next Youth/Family Mass is tentatively 
scheduled for Sunday January 17th. If you or 
someone you know plays an instrument, we are 
looking to put together a contemporary music group 
for the mass. Please email me at 
cstebbings@saintclare.org if you are interested! 
 
If your Catholic Christian faith is important to you, 
then show it in your example by coming to mass 
and “encouraging” your children to take part in the 
celebration of the Eucharist with you. Together we 
can form strong, faithful young men and women to 
lead the church into the future.  
 
May you find Christ throughout the New Year! 

Peace! 
Mr. Carlo Stebbings 

 
 
 

Youth Ministry January Calendar 
1st- Happy New Year! 
3rd- Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord 
6th- Middle School YM meeting 7-8:30pm 
10th- Feast of the Baptism of the Lord/ Confirmation 
Class #3 
13th- High School YM meeting 7-8:30pm 
16th- Snow Tubing (Youth/Family Event) 
Permission Forms required and due by Wednesday 
the 13th 
17th- Youth/Family Mass 5pm 
20th- Middle School YM meeting 
22nd- March For Life 
27th- High School YM meeting 
31st- February 6th- Catholic Schools Week/ Mass on 
Sunday at 9am 

Living Will & Testament 
The future of St. Clare Church 

depends on YOU!  Please 
remember your Church in your will. 
Our legal title is St. Clare’s Roman 
Catholic Congregation, Inc., 714 

Myrth Avenue, Essex, Maryland  21221 
 

 

Help Needed! 
 

Join us on 
Thursday, January 7  

6:30pm -7:00pm  
in the Church  

 
Learn more about serving as a Eucharistic Minister 

and/or Lector: what one needs know,  
what one needs do, in either capacity.  

We need to expand the census. 
Training for all assignments will be scheduled  

and conducted in the nave of the church. 
  

Frank Kernan       
(410)686-8658/c(410)800-5221   

frank.kernan@gmail.com   
 

 

 
Wheelchair Needed for our Church 

 
If you have a wheelchair with both foot rests 
attached and are willing to donate it, please let us 
know or just bring it to the vestibule of the church. 

 
Thank you!  Carla 

410-687-6011, ext. 117 
cberkenkemper@saintclare.org 

 



 

Saint Clare family 
Movie Night 

 
     Join us for our Monthly  
        Family Movie Night 
 The 2nd Friday of Every Month 
   

Friday, January 8 
7pm 

Stallings Hall 
 

Featuring:  G Force   
         USCCB Rating: A-I (All Audiences) 

 

Admission:  Non-perishable food to benefit SCP 
Hot Meal & St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantries 

 
Bring your own Lawn Chair or Blanket    

Pizza & Refreshments will be available for 
purchase at a nominal fee. 

 
 

 

Recycling Update 
 
In November, you recycled  
9,817 lbs of paper which saved 
15.35 cubic yards of landfill space 

and brought $64.96 to the parish.    
 
As a comparison, last November, we recycled 
12,067lbs.  Please consider bringing your paper 
recycling to the green bins located on the back 
edge of our parking lot.   
 
As a reminder, we also recycling the following 
items: 
 Ink Cartridges that fit in the palm of your hand 
 Cell Phones (no accessories) 
 Laptops (no full size computers) 
 Handheld Electronic Games 

And Aluminum Cans!                Thank You! 
 
 

Men's Day of Recollection 
 
The Holy Name Society invites all men of the parish 
to join them on Sat. 2/13/10 for a day of prayer and 
teachings from the Word of the Lord.  Father Bob 
Albright will be our guest speaker.  We will start the 
day at 9:00 AM with registration, coffee and 
donuts.  Lunch will be served as well for all 
attendees.  We will conclude the day with the 
Celebration of Mass at 4:00 PM.  For reservations 
and more information, call Tony Amrhein 410-686-
7817 or John Kirby 410-682-5014.  Please make all 
reservations before Feb. 9, 2010. 

 
Christmas Flower Spiritual Bouquets 

(Received from 12/23/09) 
Hilario Mapanao 
Rosita Mapanao 

Joseph Tomko 
Susan Daquino 

Audrey A. Burkindine 
Paula A. Burkindine 

The Burkindine Family 
The Steinert Family 
The Schley Family 

Anna Campana 
Antonio Pierorazio 
Maria Pierorazio 

Vittorino  Pierorazio 
 

 
School News 
 

“We are a community 
shining with Christ’s light” 
 
As we begin the new year, the 

Saint Clare School community wishes you a happy 
and healthy new year! 
  
Mark your calendars for the Annual School Auction 
which is scheduled for March 13, 2010.  The 
success of the wonderful event is largely 
dependent on the donations that are received.  As 
you are doing your holiday shopping, please 
consider making a purchase to donate to the 
auction, which is tax deductible.  Some popular 
donation items are:  tools, electronics, jewelry, gift 
cards, sports memorabilia/items, small appliances, 
event tickets, personal services, home décor, and 
themed gift baskets.  Thank you in advance for 
your support of this event.  Tickets will go on sale in 
January.  We are grateful for the continued 
generosity of the entire Saint Clare community.   
  
Each Wednesday, the school will have an Open 
House for prospective families from 9-11 a.m.  If 
you know a family that is looking for a wonderful 
school that is shining with Christ’s light, please tell 
them about Saint Clare.  For information regarding 
enrollment and tuition assistance, please attend an 
Open House or call the school office, 410-687-
7787. 

 

 



Saint Clare School  
Alumni Program 

 

Attention All Alumni from Saint Clare 
School Class of 1962-2002 

 
Join us for the Saint Clare Top 40 

 
Saturday, January 16 

 
Alumni Mass at 4pm with an Alumni Top 40 

Reception to follow in Stallings Hall 

 
It’s Free! 

Food, Fun, Games & Open Bar Provided 

 
Reconnect with Old Friends and Make 

New Ones! 
 

If you or know of anyone who attended Saint Clare, during 
the years from 1954-2002, or would like to an Alumni 
volunteer coordinator, we would like to hear from you.  
Please email us at alumni@saintclare.org. 



 
Saint Clare  

 

     Presents 
 

Vera Bradley Bingo 
Featuring Purses and More! 

 

Saturday, January 23, 2010 
 

Doors Open:  5:00pm 
Game Starts:  6:00pm 

Stallings Hall 
 

Tickets:  $15 in advance 
       $20 at the door 
     

We will have 3 specials for $2 each or 3 for $5. 
 

Instant Bingos & Raffles 
 

Food, snacks and drinks will be available for purchase. 
 

Tickets available through the school. 
 

For more information, please contact Carla in the parish center on  
410-687-6011, ext. 117 or cberkenkemper@saintclare.org 

 

 

 Vera Bradley Bingo Ticket Order Form 
 
 

Name:  _________________________________________  Phone:  _________________________ 
 
Grade:  _______  # of Tickets: _________ x  $15 = $___________ Amt. Enclosed 
 

Ticket includes:  20 games of Bingo 
      Door Prize Chance 

 

 



Adult Confirmation Class 
 

Wednesdays 

January 6 – February 3 
 

7pm 

Parish Center 

Lead by Kevin Barr 
 

Have you ever wanted to have your marriage acknowledged in the Church? 

Would you like to be an Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist? 

Would you like to be a sponsor or God parent? 

 

If you are an adult, have not been confirmed and are interested in any of the 

above, then please join us for an opportunity to strengthen your faith and 

become full members of the Catholic Church.  Confirmation is a sacrament of 

mature Christian commitment and a deepening of baptismal gifts. Like Baptism 

and Eucharist, it is a Sacrament of Initiation for Catholics and a Sacrament of 

faith in God's fidelity to us.    

Confirmation brings an increase and deepening of baptismal grace: 

-it roots us more deeply in the divine filiation which makes us cry, “Abba! Father”; 

-it unites us more firmly to Christ; 

-it increases the gifts of the Holy Spirit in us; 

-it renders our bond with the Church more perfect; 

-it gives us a special strength of the Holy Spirit to spread and defend the faith by word and 

action as true witnesses of Christ, to confess the name of Christ boldly, and never be ashamed of 

the Cross.      Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1303 

  
 

 

For more information or to sign up, please contact Carla in the parish center on 

410-687-6011, ext. 117 or cberkenkemper@saintclare.org.    





January 2010
Monthly Planner

Printed by Calendar Creator for Windows on 12/23/2009

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Happy New Year!!

2
7:00 Spanish Ministry-H

3
9:00 Holy Name Mass

4
7:00 Boy Scouts-H

5
6:30 Cub Scouts-H

6:30 Girl Scouts-H

7:30 Living Water-MC

6
6:30 Religious Ed &

RCIA

7:00 Adult Confirmation
Class-PC

7:00 Legion of Mary-MC

Middle School YM-PC

7
6:30 Girl Scouts-PC&h

7:00 School Boatd
Mtg-PC

New EM & Lector Info
Mtg-C

8
4:30 Hot Meal-H

7:00 Movie Night-H

9
7:00 Spanish Ministry-H

Hall Rental

10
10:00 Reconcilation

Class-S

10:00Confirmation
Class-S

5-7 YM Mass&class

9:00 Sodality Mass

11
7:00 Boy Scouts-H

12
6:30 Cub Scouts-H

7:30 Living Water-MC

13
6:30 Religious Ed & RCIA

7:00 Adult Confirmation
Class-PC

7:00 Holy Name/Sodality
C&h

7:00 Legion of Mary-MC

High School YM-PC

14
7:00 CLI-MC

15
4:30 Hot Meal-H

16
3-9PM YM snow tubing

Alumni Event-H

17
10:00 Reconcilation

Class-S

18
7:00 Boy Scouts-H

19
6:30 Cub Scouts-H

6:30 Girl Scouts-H

7:00 Parish Leadership
Mtg-S

7:30 Living Water-MC

20
6:30 Religious Ed &

RCIA

7:00 Adult Confirmation
Class-PC

7:00 Legion of Mary-MC

Middle School YM-PC

21
6:30 GirlScouts-PC

7:00 CLI-MC

22
4:30 Hot Meal-H

March for Life-DC

23
Vera Bradley Bingo

24
10:00 Reconcilation

Class-S

25
7:00 Boy Scouts-H

26
6:30 Cub Scouts-H

7:00 Listering Session-H

7:30 Living Water-MC

27
6:30 Religious Ed &

RCIA

7:00 Adult Confirmation
Class-PC

7:00 Legion of Mary-MC

High School YM-PC

28
7:00 CLI-MC

29
4:30 Hot Meal-H

30
10:00 1st Renconcilation

for 2nd grade-C

Rental

31
9:00Catholic Schools

Week Mass

Dec 2009
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

Feb 2010
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28


