
Pastor’s Notes        

 
Our Soup, Salad & Speaker series continues this coming Tuesday, when Friar 
Donald Grzymski, pastor of  Saint Clement Parish, will led us in a reflection of 
Saint Francis and Saint Clare in the context of their times … a message for our 
times. Friar Donald is well known for his ministry at Archbishop Curley High 
School as well as Saint Clement’s Church.  My hope is that we will all get a better 
appreciation of our patroness, Saint Clare and how she impacted the faith and life 
of Saint Francis. 
 
Besides our offering Soup & Salad to enrich your spiritual prayer experience, remember Stations of the 
Cross will take place on Fridays after the 8 am Mass and at 7 pm. Reconciliation/Penance/Confessions are 
available on Wednesdays at 7:30 am and Saturdays at 3:00 pm. There are many opportunities for 
almsgiving as I mentioned in my Lenten Letter to you. Please refer to it and pick your favorite charity to 
give to or choose one of your own not mentioned. Our opportunities for fasting and abstaining include 
refraining from eating meat on the Fridays of Lent as well as eating only one major meal on Good Friday. 
Through this experience our bodies lead us to remember that the bread which will truly satisfy us is the 
bread from heaven. 
 
When I wrote these notes our maintenance man was hoping to wash and wax the floor and insert new 
ceiling tiles for our new Gift Shop/Bookstore. We will soon need volunteers help us (1) create a 
hospitable atmosphere and (2) move the shop’s items from the Parish Center to the new gift shop. Also 
not too far down the road, we will need volunteers to cover the shop once it is open. I am thinking we 
would like to have it opened before and after weekend Masses for at least ½ hour so people can browse at 
their convenience and pick up a mass card if they so choose. It would be good to have a team of people 
who would like to provide this service as a ministry to the parish community so that no one person or 
small group of people feels burdened by it. Please consider helping in all of these ways. 
 
Our Challenge Appeal continues as we strive to raise an additional $33,500 to cover the budgeting 
oversight. Our parishioners have been generous with this appeal and monthly second collection for the 
school. Please do what you can to help us. I assure you that whatever you give to the school will go 
directly to our school’s cause and is tax deductible.  
 
Before the snows, we began a new marketing campaign to fill the 230 seats of our school for next school 
year. I am calling it Project 230. We need each of you to act as ambassadors. You have tremendous power 
to reach out to your family, friends, neighbors and coworkers and invite them to check out our school and 
consider it an option to educate their children in a Catholic/ Christian environment. Open houses will 
begin this Sunday and we will begin registering students for next year then. It is important that we have a 
strong registration effort as soon as we can to show how much we are backing up our desire to keep our 
school open by making it strong. 
 
Our new marketing campaign involves a new logo. Here is the slogan: I believe in Catholic Schools, I 
believe in Saint Clare. It is simple and to the point. You will see this on Tee Shirts, bumper stickers, etc. I 
ask each of you who share our appreciation for our school, to wear a shirt and put a bumper sticker on 
your car.  
 
Remember God loves you and so do I! Have a good week! 
 
Father Lou        410-299-6731 (Cell) 

 



 February 28, 2010 
2nd Sunday of Lent 

 

 
 

3rd Sunday of Lent 
Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15 

1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 
Luke 13:1-9 

 
Mass Intentions for the Week 

3/1  Monday       8am  Cynthia Wrightson 
3/2   Tuesday   8am Anna Campana 
3/3  Wednesday  8am Maria Pierorazio 
3/4  Thursday   8am Communion Service 
3/5  Friday   8am Dolores Schenning &  

Bertha Von Dracek 
3/6  Saturday      4pm  Albert Roche 
3/7  Sunday   9am Bob & Loretta Bowersox  

and Rick Wheeler 
         11am Saint Clare Parishioners 
 
Prayer List: One of the most important gifts we give one 
another as a Christian community is the gift of our prayers.  
We join in praying for one another’s needs, especially for 
the sick:  Joseph H. Bangert, Marie Bray, Joseph Bucci, 
Michael Bucci, Lorraine Campbell, Jeanette Gleason, 
Donna Goetz, Ralph E. Greer Sr., Joseph Gomeringer Sr.,  
Norma Gomeringer, William Grzech, John Hall, James 
Harper Sr., Maryann Holcomb-Dziennik, Doris Jones, 
Rosemary Kirkpatrick, Gabrella Loprespi, Paul Mosmiller, 
Shelly Mulkern, Sandra Nuth, Edward & Anna Oldewurtel, 
William C. Ogden, Matt Paruszewski, Paula Piechocki, 
Chuck Plansky, George Prosser, Julie Rybczynski, Colleen 
Slifker,  Pete Slifker, Charles Szmurlo, Marie Urban, 
Cynthia Vollmer, Barbara Wancowicz, Louie Wancowicz, 
Peter Wancowicz, Sandy Wancowicz. 
 
Prayer Line: If you or a loved one needs prayers for 
any situation, including terminal illness, critical 
surgery, loss of a loved one, severe emotional 
problems, loss of employment or any other 
intention, please call any of th23e following to have 
your intention added to the prayer line: Maryrose 
Scism 410-391-6337; Joanne Reiter 410-682-5126 or 
Betty Sinisi 410-686-9513.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Peter, James and John wanted to build a “booth” 
for Jesus and just stay on the mountain where His 
transfiguration took place.  But the Son of God, the 
Chosen One, knew that He must instead keep 
moving toward His crucifixion.  We, too, must rise 
from worship and do what we can to hasten the 
coming of the kingdom. 
 

Thank you for your generous  
contributions to our Parish. 

 
2/21/10 Envelopes    $   8,337 
 Loose Money   $   1,620 
    School Env    $ 1,301 
 Maintenance   $ 1,357 
 2nd Collection Loose $    409 
 Lent Envelopes  $    525 
  

Children’s Stewardship Report 
Mass Cancelled 

 
Many Thanks5 

� To everyone who supported the Kids Bingo.  
We raised over $2300!  Also, thank you to 
the many volunteers who made it happen. 
 

For this and other random acts of 
stewardship, may GOD BLESS YOU! 

  
 

TH E WEEK  AH EA D  
 
3/1  Monday    10:00am  Riverview Service 
      6:30pm Boy Scouts 
3/2  Tuesday  6:00pm Soup, Salad & Speaker 

  6:30pm Cub Scouts - S 
      7:00pm NARNON Mtg - PC 
      7:30pm Living Water - MC 
3/3 Wednesday 6:30pm Religious Ed & RCIA-S  

7:00pm Adult Confirmation - PC 
7:00pm Legion Mary - MC 

3/4  Thursday    11:00am AA Mtg - PC 
  6:30pm Girl Scouts - PC &H       

      7:00pm Liturgy Comm. Mtg - H 
      7:00pm School Board Mtg - PC  
3/5  Friday   8:45am Stations of the Cross - C 

   4:30pm Hot Meal - H 
      7:00pm Movie Night - H 
      7:00pm Stations of the Cross - C 
3/6  Saturday       
3/7  Sunday     5:00pm Youth Mass     
  
 
 
 

Stewardship Corner 



 
Upcoming Parish  Events 
    G. Mark your calendar 
  
Mar 2   Soup, Salad & Speaker Series 
Mar 5   Family Movie Night  
Mar 5   Stations of the Cross 
Mar 9   Soup, Salad & Speaker Series 
Mar 12  Stations of the Cross 
Mar 12  Confirmation Retreat 
Mar 13  Annual School Auction 
Mar 16  Soup, Salad & Speaker Series 
Mar 19  Stations of the Cross 
Mar 20  Bunny Lunch 
Mar 23  Soup, Salad & Speaker Series  
Mar 26  Stations of the Cross 
Mar 28  Palm Sunday 
Apr 4   Easter 
Apr 9   Family Movie Night 
Apr 16  Saint Clare Dance School Recital 
Apr 24  First Communion 
Apr 30  Spring Play 
May 1  Spring Play 
May 7  Family Movie Night 
May 12-15 Annual Spring Carnival 
May 23  Confirmation 
June 11   Family Movie Night 
June 12  Annual Flea Market 
June 13  Annual Father Son Breakfast 
June 21-25 Vacation Bible School 

 
 

All Are Welcome to 
Join Our Parish Community 

 
 

Name:  _______________________________ 
 
 
Address:  _____________________________ 
 
 
Phone:  ______________________________ 
 
Please Check One: 
 □   New Registration 
 □   Change of Address 
 □   Want Envelopes Mailed 
 □   Moving Out of Area 

 
Please cut out and drop in the Collection Box 

or mail to the Parish Center. 
 

Response to Child Abuse 

Physical and/or sexual child abuse by anyone, 
especially those in a position of trust within our 
Church, is never to be tolerated. Please know that 
as a Church family, our Faith Community stands by 
you. If you have ever been abused at any time, 
please confide that in a person you trust – a doctor, 
counselor, social worker, priest, deacon, or staff 
member, etc. Please allow us to help you. If you 
hear of any such abuse, please remember that the 
law requires that you report it, and that you will be 
guaranteed anonymity. Call the Baltimore County 
Department of Social Services, 410-853-3000; the 
Baltimore-based Catholic Church Hotline, 410-547-
5589; or any local city or county police.  

 

Bringing the abuse to light is the first,  
courageous step in a long journey toward 

healing. Your Faith Community supports you in 
that journey, and holds you in our prayers. 

Living Will & Testament 

The future of St. Clare Church 
depends on YOU!  Please 

remember your Church in your will. 
Our legal title is St. Clare’s Roman 
Catholic Congregation, Inc., 714 

Myrth Avenue, Essex, Maryland  21221 
 

 

 

Sodality 
 
On Sunday, March 7th we will celebrate our 
Sodality Mass at 9AM.  Please sit in the 

Sodality section (the left as soon as you walk 
in the front door).  Hope to see you all there.  

We miss you when you aren’t there.  Our meeting 
will be held on Wednesday, , March 17th, (St. 
Patrick’s day so wear green) after the 7PM Mass, 
so please try to attend.  If you are interested in 
joining our Sodality, please give me at call at 410-
391-6360 or email me at Kjoyness@yahoo.com. 

 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
  
FIRST COMMUNION CLASS SCHEDULE: 
Sunday, February 28, 2010  
Sunday, March 7, 2010 
Sunday, March 21, 2010  
Thursday, April 22, 2010- 6:30 (practice in the 
church) 
Saturday April 24, 2010 -Celebration 10am. 
 
 



School News 
 
“We are a community 
shining with Christ’s light” 
 
A special thank you to everyone 

who attended our Kid’s Bingo last weekend.  Our 
initial calculations show that we raised 
approximately $2300.  A special thank you to Carla 
Berkenkemper, Theresa Gillespie, and all of the 
volunteers who made this evening such a 
wonderful success.   
  
Registration is currently underway for the 2010-
2011 school year.  Please help us “Fill the Seats”.  
 Each Wednesday, the school will have an Open 
House for prospective families from 9-11 a.m.  For 
information regarding tuition please visit our 
website (www.saintclare-school.org) or contact the 
school. 
   
Please mark your calendars for the Annual School 
Auction on Saturday, March 13, 2010.  The 
success of this event is largely dependent on the 
donations that we receive.  Please consider making 
a tax-deductible donation to the auction.  Some 
popular donation items are:  tools, electronics, 
jewelry, gift certificate/cards, sports 
memorabilia/items, small appliances, event tickets, 
personal services, home décor, and themed gift 
baskets.  Thank you in advance for your support!  
Please see the flyer to order tickets! 
 

 
Stallings Hall Alarm Codes 

 
Stallings Hall alarm codes have changed! 

The codes that were previously in use are no 
longer valid so please do not attempt to use them.  
Individual codes are being distributed.  If you think 
you are in need of a code, please contact Carla or 
Tammy in the parish center on 410-687-6011.     
 
Please note that if old alarm codes are entered into 
the system, the alarm will sound and the false 
alarm fee will be billed to your ministry or 
organization . 
 

 

 
 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of: 
Joan Kroll 
Anna Nido 

 
 
 
 

St. Vincent de Paul 
 
Thank you from SVdP Committee to Chesapeake 
Urology for their donation of 25 turkeys and 15 
hams for our Christmas Baskets and Hot Meal 
Kitchen  
 
Our pantry is running low.  Please consider 
donating the following items:   
 
Spaghetti, Spaghetti Sauce, Mac and Cheese, 
Peanut Butter and Jelly, Tuna, Oatmeal, Cereal, 
Canned Chicken and Turkey, Instant 
Potatoes, Canned Vegetables, Soups, Tea Bags, 
Any other kind of Pasta, Jell-O, Puddings, Rice, 
Spaghettios, Raviolios, Potted meats(homeless), 
Peanut Butter crackers(homeless), Snack Packs of 
puddings or Jell-O (homeless), and any kind of flip 
top canned goods that we can put into our 
homeless packs.  Please be sure to check the 
expiration dates on your donations.  We cannot 
give away food that has expired. 
  
Thank you again for all your donations not only for 
the Food Pantry but you generosity in the Poor 
Boxes.   

 
 

Riverview Ministry 
 
Every Monday morning a group of Saint Clare 
Volunteers head over to the Riverview 
Rehabilitation & Health Center to assist residents in 
attending a communion service.  This ministry is in 
desperate need of more volunteers.  Please 
prayerfully consider giving a small amount of your 
time to this incredibly rewarding ministry.  For more 
information, please contact Carla or Tammy in the 
parish center – 410-687-6011. 

 

 

Recycling Update 
 
In January, you recycled  
11,496 lbs of paper which saved 
17.97 cubic yards of landfill space 

and brought $86.22 to the parish.    
 
As a reminder, we also recycle the following items: 
 Ink Cartridges that fit in the palm of your hand 
 Cell Phones (no accessories) 
 Laptops (no full size computers or components) 
 Handheld Electronic Games 

And Aluminum Cans!                Thank You! 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

Are you active in a parish ministry such as parish 
council, liturgy committee, finance committee, 

religious education or youth ministry? 
Would you like to develop your ministry and 

leadership skills? 
  

If the answer to either of these questions is yes, 
then the Church Leadership Institute (CLI) is 

for you! 
  

CLI is the Archdiocesan formation program for 
those active in parish ministry.  CLI provides basic 
foundation and formation in theology, spirituality, 
and ministry specific leadership skills.  If you want 
to become more competent in your current ministry 
or are just interested in enhancing your ministerial 
skills then CLI is for you.  For more details on how 
CLI can benefit you and your parish call the 
Division of Ministry Formation and Development at 
410-547-5470 or email us at cli@archbalt.org. 
  
Starting Thursday, March 25th from 7:00 – 9:30 pm 
one of the CORE classes, Leadership for Ministry 
will be held at Saint Clare Parish.  There will be 
eight classes running through May 20th, no classes 
during Holy Week or Easter Week.  
 

 

Saint Clare Family Movie Night 
 

     Join us for our Monthly  
        Family Movie Night 
 The 2nd Friday of Every Month* 
   

Friday, March 5* 
*Please note the date change for March Only! 

7pm 
Stallings Hall 

 

Featuring:  Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs  
         USCCB Rating: A-II (Adolescents & Adults) 

 

Admission:  Non-perishable food to benefit SCP 
Hot Meal & St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantries 

 
Bring your own Lawn Chair or Blanket    

Pizza & Refreshments will be available for 
purchase at a nominal fee. 

 
 

The St. Dominic's School Class of 1990 is planning 
a 20-Year Reunion for Friday, November 26, 
2010.  Location and time TBD.  If you are a '90 
graduate, please e-mail your contact information to 
Beth (Wolf) Clark at eac11@psu.edu so you don't 
miss out on the planning updates! 
 
 

Archbishop Curley HS presents "All That Curley 
Jazz" --an evening of music by Curley students and 
alumni and featured guest "The Tim Kuhl Group."  
Saturday March 6 at 7 PM.  Tickets are $25 for 
beer, wine, h’ordeuvres, coffee & dessert.   Order 
tickets online at www.archbishopcurley.org or call 
Pam Creevey at 410-477-1745  
or email her @ soccermom410@verizon.net.  
 
 
Blackfriars' Theatre of Archbishop Curley HS 
presents "Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat" on March 12 and 13 at 8 PM and 
March 14 at 2 PM.   Advance tickets ($8) can be 
purchased online at www.archbishopcurley.org .   
Tickets at the door are $10. ($8 for Students and 
Seniors) 
 
 

Communion to the Home Bound 
A ministry in need of a leader and volunteers! 

 
Our parish regularly receives requests for 
communion to homebound parishioners, and we 
need help fulfilling these requests!   
 
First, if you are already providing this service for 
our parish, please let us know as we are attempting 
to build this ministry and need to know who is 
already involved and what is already being 
accomplished.   
 
Second, are you interested in working in this 
ministry, which is flexible within your schedule?  It 
can be done during the day or evening, weekday or 
weekend, and can simply take a few minutes of 
your time while providing a rewarding service for 
God, please let us know.  You will receive training. 
 
Lastly, a leader is needed!  This person would 
create a list of volunteers for the ministry and 
coordinate visits as requested. 
 
Please contact Carla in the parish center on 410-
687-6011, ext. 117 or 
cberkenkemper@saintclare.org. 
 

Thank you for your prayerful consideration. 
 

 
The Sodality of St. Luke’s Roman Catholic 

Church is hosting a Lenten retreat on Saturday, 
March 13 from 12-5 featuring Dr. Pat Fosarelli – 
“Be Still and Know that I am Here – Staying Calm in 
a Crazy World.”  Call Doris Lundin on 410-477-
5201 to register. 



Come Shine with Stars at the Saint Clare School Annual Auction 
 

“A Red Carpet Affair” 
 

Saturday, March 13, 2010-01-21 
7pm – 11pm 

 

Saint Clare Stallings Hall 
$25 per person or a table of 10 for $200 

 

McKinney Caterers 
Heavy Hor D’Oeuvres, Carving Stations 

       Premium Open Bar 
 

For more information:  School 410-687-7787 or Barb Suehle 443-226-0950 
 

ITEMS UP FOR BID AT THE 2010 AUCTION 
2 Tickets to the 2011Grammy Awards   Joe Flacco Autographed Jersey 
1 Week Stay at Emerald Isle NC Beach House  Joe Flacco Autographed Photo 
Detective for a Day     Ray Rice Autographed Helmet 
Flat Screen TV with DVD Player   Ray Lewis Autographed Photo 
Keurig Coffee Machine     Drew Brees Super Bowl Photo Set 
Framed Watercolor Print    Todd Heap Autographed Photo 
Front Row at 8th Grade Graduation   Michael Oher Autographed Memorabilia 
(2) 4 hrs. DJ Service with Steve Sears   Johnny Unitas Photo    
5 Out of uniform Passes     Colts Memorabilia 
Pizza Party Lunch Once a Month for 4 in School  Nick Markakis Memorabilia 
Toaster Oven      Brian Roberts Memorabilia 
Circular Saw      Curley Gift Set 
Goetze’s Caramel Creams    Ironbirds Gift Set 
George Forman Grill     Slow Cooker 
Black and Decker Coffee Maker    Orange County Choppers Hardhat 
Crab Bowls and Dip Set     Wrought Iron Stand 
P Buckley Moss Print     Gorham Crystal Coaster Set 
Coca Cola Neon Clock     Craftsman Tool Belt 
Silver Wall Clock     10 K Gold Pendant 
LED Snowman      Romantic Evening for 2 Basket 
Wine Basket      16 Piece Dinnerware Set 
Family Fun Night Basket    IKEA Chair 
Coach Purse      Dooney and Bourke Wallet 
Ravens Birdhouse     McCormick Spice Rack 
One Night Stay at the Tremont Hotel   One Night Stay at the Hampton Inn 
Behind the Scenes Tour of the Basilica for 10  Bally Total Fitness Membership 
Gift Certificates: 
 Pizza Johns  Bacoli Delight  Flynn and O’Hara  Hazelwood Inn 
 Five Guys  Candlelight Inn Toby’s Dinner Theatre   Ladew Gardens 
 A Day at the Races Boulevard Diner Magooby’s Jokehouse  Ski Liberty 
 Outback Steakhouse Chilis   Ruby Tuesday   Olive Garden 
 Greetings & Readings    BSO Tickets   Hooters 
 Linganore Wine Festival   Fogo De Chao Brazilian Steakhouse 
 Mars Supermarket 
 
Classroom Themed Baskets 
 Pre-School  Disney  Lego  Ravens  Orioles 
 MD Family Fun MD Terps Chocolate Teen  Gift Cards 
 Easter   Wine and Celebration 
 

 



To assist you in your prayer life during this season of Lent, please look to the 
bulletin to find daily prayers and family prayers that you may share. 

 

 

 
Daily Prayers for Lent - Week Three 

 
Second Sunday of  Lent 
“Lord, it is good for us to be here!” (Matthew 17:4) 
Monday  
“Our God, you keep us safe.  Now help us! Rescue us.”  (Psalm 79:9) 
Tuesday 
O Lord, help me be the servant of others. (see Matthew 23:11) 
Wednesday 
“You are faithful, and I trust you because you rescued me.”  (Psalm 31:5) 
Thursday 
Lord, you bless those who trust in you. (see Jeremiah 17:7) 
Friday 
I trust you, O Lord, and I remember your miracles and wonders in my life!   (See Psalm 105:5) 
Saturday 
“With all my heart I praise the Lord, and with all that I am I praise his holy name!” (Psalm 103:1) 
 

 
 

Family Prayers for Lent 
 

Blessing for the Family Meal 
 

Bless us, Lord, and the food we are about to eat. May our love for one another, and the food we 
share, strengthen us to share your love with others.  Amen. 
  
 
Week Three – Lord of Hospitality 
 

Blessed are you, Lord of Hospitality. 
You welcome all with open arms. 
No one is a stranger to your love and concern. 
Remove the fear and hesitation that keep us 
From moving beyond the know and comfortable. 
Help us rejoice in the personal and cultural differences that proclaim your multi-hued love. 
Draw all people together in praise of the God who is One. 
All:  Lord, hear us and keep us in your love. 



 

 
 

Lenten Schedule 2010 
Prayers, Fasting & Almsgiving 

 

Stations of the Cross 
Held either in the church or in the Grove (if weather is conducive) 

 

Fridays at 8:45am – Led by the School after 8am Mass 
7pm – Led by Parish Ministries 

April 2 at 3pm – Live Stations performed by Confirmation Candidates 
 
    

Lenten Soup, Salad & Speaker Series 
 

Please join us as we gather on Tuesdays of Lent 
for great conversations and amazing speakers! 

 
Each week, a different speaker will talk about the spiritual bond between  

Saint Clare & Saint Francis of Assisi 
 

Please join us for dinner from 6:00-7:00 in the hall and  
then the speaker will be in the church from 7:00-8:15! 

 
March 2 Friar Donald Grzymski - Francis & Clare in the context of their times8 

 a message for our times. 
March 9 Friar Michael Martin  - Francis & Clare – the heart of community.  The communal nature  

of religious lives and how we can model that today. 
March 16 Sister Margaret Magee – Clare the Heart of Franciscan Spirituality 
March 23 Friar Matt Foley – Prayer from Francis’ & Clare’s Perspective 

 
 

Reconciliation/Penance/Confessions 
 

Communal Reconciliation – Monday, March 15 at 7pm 
 

The Light Is On For You – Reconciliation on Wednesday Mornings in Lent 
7:30am before the 8:00am Mass and Saturdays at 3:15pm 

 
Anointing Masses – March 20 at 4pm & March 21 at 9am & 11am 

 
 

Outreach Opportunities to the Poor & Vulnerable 
 

Parish-wide Food for the Food Pantry – St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Coin Folders for Lenten Sacrifice 

Friday Hot Meals for the lonely, poor & homeless 4pm – 5:30pm 
Clear Jar for Haiti – Religious Education Sponsored 

RICE BOWL for Catholic Relief Services Sponsored by the School 
 
 

Fridays - Catholics of majority age abstain from meat 
Ash Wednesday & Good Friday – Catholics of majority age abstain from meat and have two small 

meals, which do not equal their main dinner 

 


