
 

 

 

Pastor’s Notes 
 

At the time that our bulletin notes were due we were getting 

ready to have our third listening session on Youth Ministry. I 

will let you know how that went as soon as I can. Our next 

listening session will be held on Tuesday, January 26
th
 and 

will focus on paying off our Parish Debt. This topic came from our floor at 

our second listening session. As have done with the last 3 sessions, we will 

open the doors at 6:30 pm and begin our listening session at 7:00 pm. The 

night will be complete by 8:30 pm. No matter what age you are, all are 

welcomed to come and lend their voices as we build our futures together 

 

For your information, our Christmas Mass schedule is:   

 

Thursday, Dec 24
th
 at 4, 7 pm and (our Hispanic Mass at) 10 pm 

Friday, Dec 25
th
 at 10 am 

 

New Year’s is the Feast of the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God, a 

Holy Day of Obligation. Our Mass schedule is: 

 

Thursday, Dec 31
st
 at 5 pm 

Friday, Jan 1
st
 at 10 am 

 

Remember God loves you and so do I! Have a good week! 

 

Father Lou        410-299-6731 (Cell) 

 



December 20, 2009 
4th Sunday of Advent 

 

 
 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28 

1 John 3:1-2, 21-24 

Luke 2:41-52 

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
12/21 Monday       8am  Bob Lehr (living) 
12/22 Tuesday   8am Marianna Olszewska & Family 
12/23 Wednesday  8am Stanley Silkowski 
12/24 Thursday   4pm Bernard Nuth Jr. 
       7pm Stanley Pivonski (living) 
12/25 Friday     10am Larry Zahner, Sr. 
12/26 Saturday      4pm Eric Focht 
12/27 Sunday   9am Marjorie Flayhart 
         11am Bob & Loretta Bowersox and 
        Rick Wheeler 
 
Prayer List: One of the most important gifts we give one 
another as a Christian community is the gift of our prayers.  
We join in praying for one another’s needs, especially for 
the sick:  Joseph H. Bangert, Tillie Bell, Marie Bray, Joseph 
Bucci, Michael Bucci, Lorraine Campbell, Jeanette 
Gleason, Donna Goetz, Ralph E. Greer Sr., William Grzech, 
James Harper Sr., Maryann Holcomb-Dziennik, Doris 
Jones, Raymond Jones, Margaret Kalinowski, Gabrella 
Loprespi, Paul Mosmiller, Shelly Mulkern, Sandra Nuth, 
Edward & Anna Oldewurtel, William C. Ogden, Matt 
Paruszewski, Paula Piechocki, Chuck Plansky, Julie 
Rybczynski, Jacqueline Seitz, Colleen Slifker,  Pete Slifker, 
Charles Szmurlo, Jeff Vilkas, Cynthia Vollmer, Barbara 
Wancowicz, Louie Wancowicz, Peter Wancowicz, Sandy 
Wancowicz. 
 

Prayer Line: If you or a loved one needs prayers for 
any situation, including terminal illness, critical 
surgery, loss of a loved one, severe emotional 
problems, loss of employment or any other 
intention, please call any of th23e following to have 
your intention added to the prayer line: Maryrose 
Scism 410-391-6337; Joanne Reiter 410-682-5126 or 
Betty Sinisi 410-686-9513.  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
The Gospel today tells of the Virgin Mary, pregnant 
herself, hurrying off to help her cousin Elizabeth.  
The model of good stewardship, she who had given 
herself to bear the Savior gave her time and love to 
others as well. 

 

Thank you for your very generous 
contributions to our Parish. 

 

12/13 Envelopes    $ 6,714 
 Loose Money   $ 1,554 
 Children’s Coll.  $    171 
    School Collection  $    228 
 Maintenance   $    276 
 Retired Priests  $ 1,066 
 Loose 2nd Coll.  $     331 
 Advent     $    621 
 Christmas Flowers $    645 
 Holy Day    $ 1,189  
Many Thanks… 

� To the coaches of the fall soccer program 
and Rich Knorr, our soccer coordinator, for 
sharing your time and talent with our youth. 

� Kasey Pivonski for coaching our 
cheerleaders 

� To the volunteers who helped with the 
Christmas mailing 
 

For this and other random acts of 
stewardship, may GOD BLESS YOU! 

  

 

QUESTION OF THE WEEKQUESTION OF THE WEEKQUESTION OF THE WEEKQUESTION OF THE WEEK    

 

Adults:  Can you describe a time when you 
felt the presence of the Holy Spirit? 

Children:  Tell about a time when you felt 
great joy. 
 

 

THE  WEE K  A HEA D  
 

12/21 Monday    10:00am  Riverview Service 
      6:30pm School Finance Comm- PC 
12/22 Tuesday  7:30pm Living Water - C&H 
12/23 Wednesday  
12/24 Thursday  4:00pm Mass 
      7:00pm Mass 
        10:00pm Mass 
12/25 Friday     10:00am Mass 
12/26 Saturday      
12/27 Sunday   
 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP CORNERSTEWARDSHIP CORNERSTEWARDSHIP CORNERSTEWARDSHIP CORNER    



Upcoming Parish Events 
    …. Mark your calendar 
  

Jan 8   Family Movie Night 
Jan 16  Alumni Event 
Jan 23  Vera Bradley Bingo 
Jan 31  Catholic Schools Week Begins 
Feb 12  Family Movie Night 
Feb 20  Kids’ Bingo 
Mar 5   Family Movie Night 
Mar 13  Annual School Auction 
Mar 20  Bunny Lunch 
Apr 4   Easter 
Apr 9   Family Movie Night 
Apr 17  Saint Clare Dance School Recital 
Apr 24  First Communion 
Apr 30  Spring Play 
May 1  Spring Play 
May 7  Family Movie Night 
May 12-15 Annual Spring Carnival 
May 23  Confirmation 
June 11   Family Movie Night 
June 12  Annual Flew Market 
June 21-25 Vacation Bible School 

 
 

This Week’s Altar Flowers 
Are in Loving Memory of  

Alberta Rose King  
                from the King Family 

 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 

May you and your families have a 

very Merry Christmas and   

a happy & peace-filled New Year! 

No Classes December 23, 2009 

Classes will resume Wednesday-January 6, 2009 
 

 

Listening Session 
 

Topic – Debt Reduction 
 

Tuesday, Jan. 26 
Doors open at 6:30pm 

7:00pm – 8:30pm Listening Session 
 

 
 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of: 
Linda Bonolis 

 
 

 

 
All Are Welcome to 

Join Our Parish Community 
 
 

Name:  _______________________________ 
 
 
 
Address:  _____________________________ 
 
 
 
Phone:  ______________________________ 
 
 
Please Check One: 
 □   New Registration 
 □   Change of Address 
 □   Want Envelopes Mailed 
 □   Moving Out of Area 

 
Please cut out and drop in the Collection Box 

or mail to the Parish Center. 
 

Response to Child Abuse 
Physical and/or sexual child abuse by anyone, 
especially those in a position of trust within our 
Church, is never to be tolerated. Please know that 
as a Church family, our Faith Community stands by 
you. If you have ever been abused at any time, 
please confide that in a person you trust – a doctor, 
counselor, social worker, priest, deacon, or staff 
member, etc. Please allow us to help you. If you 
hear of any such abuse, please remember that the 
law requires that you report it, and that you will be 
guaranteed anonymity. Call the Baltimore County 
Department of Social Services, 410-853-3000; the 
Baltimore-based Catholic Church Hotline, 410-547-
5589; or any local city or county police.  

 

Bringing the abuse to light is the first,  
courageous step in a long journey toward 

healing. Your Faith Community supports you in 
that journey, and holds you in our prayers. 

 

Sodality 
 

Sodality celebrates Mass the first Sunday of 
the month at 9AM.  If you are interested in 

joining our Sodality, please give me at call at 
410-391-6360 or email me at 

Kjoyness@yahoo.com. 

 



School News 
 

“We are a community 
shining with Christ’s light” 
 

Congratulations to the Delss 
family, who won our tuition raffle.  A special thank 
you to everyone who sold tickets for this raffle.  We 
sold 250 tickets and our profit was $2,523.     
  

Mark your calendars for the Annual School Auction 
which is scheduled for March 13, 2010.  The 
success of the wonderful event is largely 
dependent on the donations that are received.  As 
you are doing your holiday shopping, please 
consider making a purchase to donate to the 
auction, which is tax deductible.  Some popular 
donation items are:  tools, electronics, jewelry, gift 
cards, sports memorabilia/items, small appliances, 
event tickets, personal services, home décor, and 
themed gift baskets.  Thank you in advance for 
your support of this event.  Tickets will go on sale in 
January.  We are grateful for the continued 
generosity of the entire Saint Clare community.   
  
Each Wednesday, the school will have an Open 
House for prospective families from 9-11 a.m.  If 
you know a family that is looking for a wonderful 
school that is shining with Christ’s light, please tell 
them about Saint Clare.  For information regarding 
enrollment and tuition assistance, please attend an 
Open House or call the school office, 410-687-
7787. 

 

                  
 

Christmas is a time for lights, presents, good food, 
family and friends. All these things are good. 
However, we need to make sure that Christ is at 
the center of Christmas. We live in a world that is 
increasingly trying to push God away. We as 
Catholic Christians need to increasingly bring God 
into our lives and the life of our society.  
 

As the Youth Minister of St. Clare Parish my 
number one concern is the spiritual health and 
wellbeing of our young people. My one 
encouragement to the parents and grandparents 
this Christmas season is to bring your children and 
grandchildren to mass. Even though your child may 
scream and carry on, bringing them to mass is 
invaluable. I have learned this through my own life.  
 

My mother and father would make sure my brother, 
sister and I went to mass every weekend unless of 

course we were sick. I admit I liked church so 
getting me to go was not an issue, but my brother 
and sister sometimes fought my mother and father.  
Because of the “encouragement” from my parents 
to go to church during their younger years, my 
brother and sister went to church while they were in 
college, and now make it a priority in married life.  
 
Since we see mass attendance a priority in our 
spiritual walk with Jesus, we have begun a 
Youth/Family Mass one Sunday a month at 5pm. 
The next Youth/Family Mass is tentatively 
scheduled for Sunday January 17th. If you or 
someone you know plays an instrument, we are 
looking to put together a contemporary music group 
for the mass. Please email me at 
cstebbings@saintclare.org if you are interested! 
 
If your Catholic Christian faith is important to you, 
then show it in your example by coming to mass 
and “encouraging” your children to take part in the 
celebration of the Eucharist with you. Together we 
can form strong, faithful young men and women to 
lead the church into the future.  
 

May you find Christ this Christmas and in the New 
Year! 

Peace! 
Mr. Carlo Stebbings 

 
Youth Ministry January Calendar 

 
1st- Happy New Year! 
3rd- Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord 
6th- Middle School YM meeting 7-8:30pm 
10th- Feast of the Baptism of the Lord/ Confirmation 
Class #3 
13th- High School YM meeting 7-8:30pm 
16th- Snow Tubing (Youth/Family Event) 
Permission Forms required and due by Wednesday 
the 13th 
17th- Youth/Family Mass 5pm 
20th- Middle School YM meeting 
22nd- March For Life 
27th- High School YM meeting 
31st- February 6th- Catholic Schools Week/ Mass on 
Sunday at 9am 

Living Will & Testament 
The future of St. Clare Church 

depends on YOU!  Please 
remember your Church in your will. 
Our legal title is St. Clare’s Roman 
Catholic Congregation, Inc., 714 

Myrth Avenue, Essex, Maryland  21221 

 

 



Help Needed! 
 

Join us on 
Thursday, January 7  

6:30pm -7:00pm  
in the Church  

 

Learn more about serving as a Eucharistic Minister 
and/or Lector: what one needs know,  
what one needs do, in either capacity.  

We need to expand the census. 
Training for all assignments will be scheduled  

and conducted in the nave of the church. 
  

Frank Kernan       
(410)686-8658/c(410)800-5221   

frank.kernan@gmail.com   
 

 

Church Leadership Institute 
 

Are you active in a parish ministry such as liturgy 
committee, finance committee, religious education or 
youth ministry?  Would you like to develop your 
ministry and leadership skills?   
If the answer to either of these questions is yes, then 
the Church Leadership Institute (CLI) is for you! 
  

CLI is the Archdiocesan formation program for 
those active in parish ministry.  CLI offers 
theological and leadership courses for adults 
throughout the Archdiocese. These courses 
prepare individuals for leadership in the Church 
through development of theological understanding, 
personal and spiritual formation and ministerial 
leadership skills. The winter session begins the 
week of January 11. 
  

Registrations for the winter session will be 
accepted through December 21st.  CLI offers two 
tracks: CORE and Ministry Track.  
  

For registration forms, information about course 
schedules, locations, please contact the Church 
Leadership Institute at 410-547-5470 or at our 
website, www.archbalt.org/cli. 
 

Saint Clare is hosting CLI this winter, starting 
January 14. The session is level 1:  Spirituality for 
Ministry.  It will meet weekly for 8 weeks from 7om-
8:30pm.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Right to Life March 
 

January 22 
 

Based on the responses from last weekend 
regarding attending the march, it appears we will be 
pairing with another parish for the bus ride.  If you 
are able to attend the March and did not turn 
respond last weekend, please contact Sharon 
Tomko on 443-834-3144. 
 

 

Adult Confirmation 
Class Starting Soon! 

 

January 6 through February 3 
7pm-8pm 

Parish Center 
  
If you are an adult and have not been confirmed, 
then please join us on this journey to strengthen 
your faith and complete this sacrament. 
 

For more information or to sign up, please contact 
Carla in the parish center on 410-687-6011, ext. 

117 or cberkenkemper@saintclare.org. 
 

 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 

December 24 
4pm, 7pm & 10pm (Spanish) 

 

December 25 
10am 

 

 

Saint Clare School Alumni Program 
 

Attention All Alumni from Saint Clare School Class 
of 1962-2002 

 

Join us for the Saint Clare Top 40 
 

Saturday, January 16 
 

Alumni Mass at 4pm with an Alumni Top 40 
Reception to follow in Stallings Hall 

 

It’s Free! 
Food, Fun, Games & Open Bar Provided 

 

Reconnect with Old Friends and Make New Ones! 
 

If you or know of anyone who attended Saint Clare, 
during the years from 1954-2002, or would like to 
an Alumni volunteer coordinator, we would like to 
hear from you.  Please email us at 
alumni@saintclare.org. 
 



 
Saint Clare  

 

     Presents 
 

Vera Bradley Bingo 
Featuring Purses and More! 

 

Saturday, January 23, 2009 
 

Doors Open:  5:00pm 
Game Starts:  6:00pm 

Stallings Hall 
 

Tickets:  $15 in advance 
       $20 at the door 
     

We will have 3 specials for $2 each or 3 for $5. 
 

Instant Bingos & Raffles 
 

Food, snacks and drinks will be available for purchase. 
 

Tickets available through the school. 
 

For more information, please contact Carla in the parish center on  
410-687-6011, ext. 117 or cberkenkemper@saintclare.org 

 

 

 Vera Bradley Bingo Ticket Order Form 
 
 

Name:  _________________________________________  Phone:  _________________________ 
 
Grade:  _______  # of Tickets: _________ x  $15 = $___________ Amt. Enclosed 
 

Ticket includes:  20 games of Bingo 
      Door Prize Chance 

 

 




